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FOREWORD

O

In presenting this rendermng of the popular oriental
tale of ‘Ali Baba and the Forty Thieves,’ mto the Sanskrit
language, to the student world, and to the reading public,
Mr Modak has given evidence of his mastery over the
classical janguage of India and has vindicated the clamm
of Sanskrit as an mstrument of expressng m an mcisive
manner the most modern as well as the most ancient ideas
In true oriental style, he has supplhed the usual framework
of the story—the fiction of a master mculcating a moral
lesson upon his disciples by means of a story Another ex
cellent feature—entirely an mnovation of the author—is the
mtroduction m proper places of epigrams and pithy saymngs
,n verse form which give to the translation the appearance
of an origmnal work modelled on the pattern of the Hitopade$a
or the Pancatantra The Sanskrit language 1s unequalled m
its power of concise metrical argument, and 1 1its precision
and adequacy as an mstrument of expression A lover of
Sanskrit, therefore, will be delighted to read these pages
which will not fail to give him the impression that he 1s not
reading a translation at all, but an origmal tale n Sanskrit
If the translator creates this impression, he has truly succeed
ed, otherwise he will deserve Shelley’s strictures on the
headlong Fashness of translation— ‘It were as wise to cast
a vio'et mto a crucible that you mught discover the formal
principle of 1ts colour and odour, as seek to transfuse from
one language mto another the creations of a poet The plant
must spring agaimn from its seed or 1t will bear no flower ”
This excellent remark lays down the very end and purpose
of a translation
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In the hands of Mr Modak, the language becomes a won
derfully facile and fluid mstrument of expressmg the thought
mn the simplest and most natural way The language 1s smple, '
flowing and chaste, and I make no doubt that the book will
serve as an excellent Sanskrit text not only m the class but
outside it Even a student who has learnt just the bare
elements of the language will be able to follow the story
unaided—for if i places he will not understand the mean
mg of a word or an expression,—yet the story mterest
will ensure that he journeys to the end Further to help
the reader, the author has adopted—and I believe rightly
and with good authority—a new and natural punctuation,
stopping where one 1s expected to stop m the readmg, and
not combming the vowels and consonants accordmng to the
rules of Sandhi

The book 15 on the whole, excellent reading, and 1t 1s
to be hoped that the author will produce many others of,
its like

N G Suru
15th December 1933 Professor of Sanskrit,
Nowrosys Wadia College, Poona
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s Q) s——

Chapter I Paragraph 1 @& @f #@am—a rich
man can surmount any difficulty 2 &I §—to be
seen 3 uftr ggMW wer—these must be bandits
5 s#mEEr §—to be itup 12 wI™ ¥ ¥T—caused no
fear II 4 3g=8<aa 9= 7 @@—there would be no
need of cutting trees @ WA uawEH—the desires
shall be realised 7 wa« aw=r a9 fF —what 1s the
good of knowing the amount of money ? #q 4 @u-
dq—my purpose will be served @ FeHdEn FRAT—
you were made to wait III #:iZgia 43 g™ sa—
furmshed with the two ends, the bow bent for hitting
the mark, the other implied sense being—possessed of
two crores of Rupees, the bow bent to aim at (secur-
ing ) a lac (more) 1 wgdafer waen @@ gqar—I thank
you for your lending me the measure 8 Srq&ISFH
ak@—there 1s no undoing what has been done IV
3 fr smarere—would have long stopped there 5 @
oey 7 Suikgq —the spell did not occur to him 8 &g-
T eIERRY Fe—taking 1t for the right place 11 &
Fory —should be cut mtwo V 3 uag ey
sd—the moment they were heard, the words of her
brother in-law dispelled her doubts and comforted
her VI 4 @& goa smm@—wished him Good-morning
g Ay & sgEa—contentment never- left him



e

10 ¥ wg—gave delight @1 ®d W =AT o/ (o1 )
T = & =8 Lhe stanza means—Do not become
a non entity among the people, but gain celebrity by
your deeds Remain not at the lowest, neither low,
nor even 1n the middle, but remain top most widely
known VII 2 s s1fy  (fgdsg—a man  should
preserve from loss, his money even by endangering
his ife  serifg B 9a9 —prepared as 1t were to give
back « &t ¥ gURRAg T yRa—1t 1s beyond my power
to do your business 12 wiif® @R —should be
given the reward 13 & &g 9 ST@ed—could not
lose it 16 =g sowa @ #—I thank you much VIII

4 gewfasar @ smesr —were not suspected IX 10 &
gg=T M 9 sef—please allow me to stay here 12 @
sfaer 7efe gerefsofit—do me the favour of entering the
house ¥ Tt gI--keep ready the cooked drink X
2 ot @2 siwed—another maid would have cried
aloud 6 ¥ 7= Faa aR¥a--would keep the broth sim-
mering 8 e ®A afaad —the plot proved fruitless
9 qoEdY T —was truly known 11 ey &y aRetli—
lest she should rouse them =S Y §AY—when
they went to sleep never to wake agan 17 %
T qda—should not suffer the remainder to remain
@ ERaE &as—you should be on your guard XI
#R¥a REwr s@@—appear friendly when 1t suits their
purpose 4 gwEmed @W &@M—I am 1n need of a shop

6 ™ FaeraRE g99g —behaved somewhat friendly
towards each other 7 i smfeuar —stayed talking



4

14 seeg B Sel—rose as 1if t?o depart XII 8 == ™
wr—would serve to amuse 15 7=y 7 svra—does
not fail to shine 3w 791 etc @rgar—with good-
ness The stanza means It 1s a duty of a man to
behave towards another as he does towards himself
A dishonest person should be dealt with cunningly
and an honest person should be dealt with fairly






Glossary of difficult words

- ]

grpmeRe—sudden death

swega—without loss of
time

sRATS m —a physician

HTCHITE —a charcoal-
burner

IR ady ——adjacent,
next
adv —Then, after that

sRTEE ady —slave for-
ever

sigfsg—wishing to per-
form

g7 snd —n pursuance of

o= gug—pitchy darkness

79 —a race, a line

seE—pure, honest

ser—Tfeces, filth

a1, with I—to request, to
seek

s —expression of the
face

A, ady —a despera-
do, one reckless of his
life,

sl —anxiety

si—a shoe-maker’s awl

sge—ady —facing  this
direction

SERARA—generous
gq@a—cl 10—to root

out, to pain extremely
Sy —disturbance,  1n-
convenience

Ire —an article of furni-
ture

THIFd-—bent upon a. sin-
gle object

FosT—known by heart

Fiigg—consisting of how
many cons ?

FaRT—a work-shop

% —a proposal, scheme

FESET—accidentally

Fewer—a short space of
time

fraar-sfr—to some extent

%S9 —a measure of gramn

%q [ -leather vessel for oil.



&R

& with @g—to prepare,
to cook

MR —responstbility

gyo—wretched, poor

F-—Fi—to lead

afy f—harm, loss

&9 —ruin, a house

{&rqg withe—to cut short, to
interrupt

&g with #g—to reduce, to
lessen

#@s—too young, mnfant

gtm—silk adj—made of
silk

™ caus —to bespeak, to
indicate

w—born rich

#fF—a red mineral, ¥

it f—a cow, speech, an
organ of sense

i m —-a bull

g%—a mutitude

=g caus —with ®-to think,
to hesitate

=&l m —a cobbler

¥g with S3-to set off

age—rashness, officious-

ness

AtT—a deed, feat
&< —a whim, pleasure

gaege—decertful
g@—a mask
sig—lack

sd—entirety, the whole
steT—gold
fSgrer—search, quest
fSrsffg—wishing to live

F-gTa—to enjoy, to take
1 with stfr—to recognize

T with sR—to promise, to
vow, to declare solemn-
ly

g —a qump, a leap

e —a vulture

fdfRg—vanished, out of
sight

q3—tin

g&e—dufficult to guess, -
concervable

& f—Ileather

@ with $§-to expect, to
foresee

¥R% —a teacher

gwes—a, door-leaf

YRR —~a ~ purse
money

for



o7 with siR-g—to deceive,
to over-reach
with@f-to be present
or near
with § #&-to prepare

gwafkt f—a cigar

AR ( a TEg —to give
out fumes

aw wnd —by name, surely,
falsely

fisfy f—knavery, a trick

fasrr —a. store, a heap

fez—an 1llustration, an
example

for=g m —a driver

frddF—carrying out

fesiTaf caus —to put out

ff¥Ry—the same as, not
different, equal

Ao —a hiding-place

fa¥q —prohibition

ffém—cruel, merciless

f4 Afr f—a ladder

# with 83-—to infer

g5 with sR—to do, to act

qng —the being guessed
by another

%3

gieE —a possession, 4
wife

gR=ssad—measurable

gigT —a leader

gfarg—hinder,
the back

grzg—skill, healthy condi-
tion

geafld with sR—to wait
for

gend —man’s efforts

R—sweet and gener-
ous

sE—open, known

lymmg at

JEEes—open, not con-
cealed
JEBAEF —aAnN assassin

seadi—a brother’s wife

gfqafy f—a remedy, a
measure

gisET—a promise

e —a belief, conviction

siEea —refusal, reluc-
tance

sEa—~convincing another

suTq —a. precipice, chiff.

sga—opleased, right, suit-
able.
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s@f%—a bag or purse

sea™ —an mntroduction

gg—bent towards, favour-
able to

R —a rampart, a wall

JaaerK —the funeral

FERR —sobbing

sge—ifull of, replete

¢ ady —firm, strong
md —yes

g9 adg—in name only,
unworthy

WEE —a king, the sun

wg with ® ¢l 10—to
observe mnutely

wfer—a leather bag

gfSsn—a female slave

¥—with 5—to be able, to
command, to have
mastery over

qRe™—at a great profit,
profitably

awsem —a dagger, pomard

#iA—the desired object,
desire

wgFg—the kitchen

WE—a  small  quantity,

any potent medicine of
a particular shape
qt—fraud, deceit
weEts—a  false
chant
WRS f —a proper name
afm—search, mquiry
geX —a leader
g@erd —the corn-bag for
the horse
qe—capital, excellent
T cqus with Fig—to re-
venge, to pay back,
retaliate
yfefre—perchance
Jag—grass, fodder
A plu—gomng  to
and fro
ATGET—as
posstble
g —the revolution of
an age
W with ¥9—to stop, to die
E¥T—a tonic, an invigor-
ating medicine
T—palatable
¥, 7 —a mark, sign

mer-

accurafe as
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g f—a growth or line sFFET 7 —a merchant

of trees

FaEd f—a wax candle

a&ga —actually, in fact

grs—censurable

gqusgaeR —an oral discus-
ston

Rty (¢l 10 —to mock

frfrm—Iormal, regular

faftr f—a market

e —the reverse of a
thing

e (a g —to be
sad

fgemE—spacious, wide

g with ¥—to sleep

f@w—a particular, or
special feature

fag_ with aR ¢ 3 U—to
serve as food

T9_ with 3 caus —to win
over

5T causal with B aR-to
revolve 1n the mind, to
think over

afFr—a  raised prece of
ground, a dais

s —an ncident

\‘

smga—hidden, mtercept-
ed

sqidra—distracted, uneasy

Ry —a hill

Tt with stg—to repent

¥ with sm—to obey

gR9mT—a share
gm —a doubt, danger,
risk

gFTAT—a meeting-place
gag—prepared, ready
grg—ifulfilled, rich
ga—at the same time
ﬂﬁ’?ﬂﬂ—-—whole—heartedly
#rT—vicinity
FRIT—pompous, 1mposing
RIT—common
aef®—a desperado, a
reckless fellow
frgrd—who has gained his
object
geyfia—tried to be recol-
lected
gdle—brought by the Sun,
arrived at sun-set
@&<0st —the god of rob-
bers
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S —fit to be stolen gs—a vocative particle

e-fAsfi—to stop while g with epFE—to eat
walking ,, with =@—to deal

& —affection, ol ,, With @—to speak
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